Orval E. Faubus

Director
Arkansas Department of Veterans Affairs
Sep., 1981 - Feb., 1983

Orval Faubus was born on January 7, 1910 in a rented cabin on Greasy Creek in southern
Madison County, Arkansas. “He farmed, cut timber, taught school, and was a migrant farm
worker while” he slowly pursued his education. “Faubus married in 1931, but didn't finish
high school until 1934.” *

“In 1936 Faubus ran for the legislature and lost by only four votes. In 1938 he was elected
Madison County Circuit Clerk and reelected two years later. In 1942 he received the
Democratic nomination for county judge, but withdrew to enter the Army. Faubus quickly
rose to the rank of Major and served as an Intelligence Officer in the staff of General George
Patton, a position which placed him on the front lines for most of the Battle of the Bulge.
During this time he wrote a column for the Madison County Record reporting on his war
experiences. As a result, Faubus returned home as something of a war hero. Truman
appointed him as the local postmaster and he used his earnings to buy the Record “

Faubus was appointed by Sid McMath to head the highway commission in 1951.” *

Later, he served as an administrative assistant in the governor’s office.

Faubus was elected as the thirty-sixth Governor of Arkansas in 1955 and left office
undefeated in 1967. He is most widely remembered for his attempt to block the
desegregation of Little Rock’s Central High School in 1957 know as the “Central High
Crisis”.

Republican Governor, Frank White, appointed him to his last political job as Director
of the Arkansas Department of Veterans Affairs in 1981.

Orval Faubus passed away on December 14, 1994 and is buried in Madison County.

*http://www.oldstatehouse.com/exhibits/virtual/governors/from_the_forties_to_faubus/faubus.asp



